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1. The BVT catalogue (BVTc)

The Belgian Virtual Tumourbank catalogue is a custom-made web
application that aims at facilitating the search for biospecimens
scattered among different institutions by collecting data from
material of human tumours in one central database. The biospecimens
themselves, however, remain physically located at eleven Belgian
university hospital biobanks (see partner biobanks below).

Data collected in the BVT registration module is made available for
researchers via the BVTc. The quality of the data queried at the BVIc is
improved by three levels of quality control. The BVTc contains general,
patient, medical, and technical data (but excludes identifying
information to ensure privacy of individuals) (Table 1). On November
1st 2013, a total of 27,327 registrations were available in the BVTc (Fig.
1 includes details on primary tumour registrations).

General variables

Patient variables

Gender

Local biobank storing the sample

Reference ID Age at resection

Medical variables

Technical variables

Sample ID

Type of specimen
Sample localisation (ICD-0)
Laterality

Morphology (ICD-0)
(histology and behaviour)

Year of resection

Conservation mode

Conservation delay
Degree of tumour differentiation

Pathological TNM
Clinical TNM

Tumour associated materials (e.g.
normal associated tissue, blood...)

Table 1. Main BVTc variables.
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Figure 1. Registrations of primary tumours available in the BVTc according to
sample localisation on November 1st 2013.

2. How to request access to the BVTc

Go to www.virtualtumourbank.be and click on information for
researchers to display the catalogue access procedure.

A Download and fill in the catalogue application form.

A Send this form  (with
biobank@kankerregister.org.

requested  attachments) to

A After positive evaluation of the request by the BVT Steering
Committee, the Belgian Cancer Registry sends the catalogue
access agreement.

A After signing and returning this access agreement, access to the
BVTc is provided.
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3. How to query the BVTc

A After receiving access to the BVTc, go to www.virtualtumourbank.be,
click on the BVTc button.
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A Identify yourself by means of your Belgian electronic identity card
and corresponding pin code.

A Search for samples of your interest using the query possibilities of
the BVTc (Fig. 2).
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General Variables

Laboratory &) =

Reference ID &)

Gender Cimale [ Female Age From To
Technical Variables
Sample ID &) Sample year &) From To
Conservation mode §J -20°C -80°C -120°C or colder
Liquid nitrogen paraffin (FFPE) Other
Conservation Delay & 0 - 30 min + 30 min Unknown
Autopsy E) © Yes D No
Available materials &) 7] Tissue Cytology DNA
RMA Proteins Corresponding normal tissue
Serum Flasma Whole blood
LUrine Other
Oncological Variables
Lesion type &) Benign tumours (/0) Mormal tissues Mon-tumoural lesions

Uncertain/borderline tumours (/1)
In situ tumours (/2)

[Z] Primary malignant tumours {/3)
Metastatic tumours (/B)

Sample localisation &) Select codes (0)

Laterality [ Left [C] Right 1 Odd [CTUnknown

Histological diagnosis &) Select codes (0)

Differentiation grade 1. Well differentiated 2. Moderately differentiated 3. Poorly differentiated

4. Undifferentiated (anaplastic) [C] 5. T-cell 6. B-cell
7. Null-cell 8. NK-cell 9. Unknown
pT 0 1 2 3 4 Select codes
pN 0 1 2 3 Select codes
pM 0 1 Select codes
cT 0 1 2 3 4 Select codes
cN 0 1 2 3 Select codes
cM 0 1 Select codes

Hide duplicates L

2 2011-2012 Belgian Cancer Registry | Created by HealkthConnect | Version 1.2.1

Figure 2. Belgian Virtual Tumourbank Catalogue: the advanced search allows
researchers to query data on basis of general, patient, technical and medical
variables. Next to the advanced search, the catalogue also offers a simple search.

A Request to the BVT team a quality control on the data of tumour
biospecimens of interest. This additional quality control on the data
by linkage with the Cancer Registration Database can improve the
quality of associated data from biospecimens requested.

A Start the exchange procedure with the local biobank(s).

Contact us: biobank@kankerregister.org or biobank@registreducancer.org:
Tel: +32 (0)2 250 10 10; www.virtualtumourbank.be
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